. Paperbound. It is a real problem; R.S. Heilman called it "a vague but definite malaise surrounding radiologic diagnosis" in a 1982 New England Journal of Medicine commentary. So many choices are available for diagnostic imaging tests and procedures that non-radiologists are often not quite sure how best to approach imagingintensive work-ups in many clinical situations. It does not help matters that exotic new studies tend to be expensive; today, considerations of cost-effectiveness are inescapable in the quest for diagnostic accuracy.
In general, they succeed in meeting these goals: they have assembled contributions from numerous prominent clinicians and researchers in their various respective fields. The text includes both numerous new and substantially modified sections in comparison to the previous edition. Some of the many new and improved topics covered include care of the high-risk neonate, management of the pediatric AIDS patient, new advances in pediatric cardiology, and new perspectives on care for the pediatric oncology patient, providing a notably concise and readable text that is organized both by age group and by system.
The editors have successfully compiled a complete text in terms of the breadth of material presented in this edition of Nelson's. Coverage of particular topics and disorders, however, while well referenced, often lacks depth, as is frequently the result in general textbooks. The brief and already dated section on AIDS serves as a good example of the unavoidable weaknesses intrinsic to a textbook. Therefore, this volume is of optimal use to the medical student and to house staff as a primary, introductory reference. The text on each topic is brief, well indexed, and well referenced, and thus of particular value for those desiring ready information. The book reflects the vast advances made in the field of pediatrics. As Although the tremor of Parkinson's disease has been described intermittently throughout recorded history, the increasing life expectancy of human beings has made it a commonly treated illness today. Due to its slow progression and many coexistent symptoms, it is quite likely that most medical practitioners will encounter patients with this disease. Recognizing the need to understand and treat this debilitating illness, James Parkinson ended his 1817 description of shaking palsy with this admonishment to basic and clinical scientists:
Before concluding these pages, it may be proper to observe once more, that an important object proposed to be obtained by them is, the leading of the attention of those who humanely employ anatomical examination in detecting the cause and nature of diseases, particularly to this malady. By their benevolent labours its real nature may be ascertained, and appropriate modes of relief, or even of cure, pointed out. Dr. Koller and his associates have answered his call by producing a handbook that provides up-to-date information on the pharmacology, physiology, pathology, and psychology of Parkinson's disease. In this comprehensive text, topics range from genetics to stereotactic surgery and include such varied subjects as pharmacologic therapy, rehabilitation, epidemiology, and history. There are also chapters that deal with patient concerns, such as sleep disorders and psychosocial interaction. The appendix includes common staging scales, drug availability and cost, organizations
